
MUTH 2400 – Theory III 
Sections 001: MWF 8:00–8:50 am, Music Building 322 

Section 002: MWF 10:00–10:50 am, Music Building 322 
 

Pre-requisites: A grade of C or better in MUTH 1500 and MUTH 1510 
Co-requisite: MUTH 2410 

 
Dr. Diego Cubero 

Email: Diego.Cubero@unt.edu 
Office: MU2002 

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 1:00–2:00, or by appointment 
 

Course Description 
The first half of this course studies the chromatic harmonic vocabulary of the late eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. Students will gain fluency in chromatic harmony through figured 
bass realization, melody harmonization, Roman numeral analysis, and model composition. The 
second half of the course covers the main instrumental forms of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, focusing in sonata form in particular. In addition, this course provides students with 
computer competency skills.   
 
Course Materials 
1. (Required) Steven Laitz, The Complete Musician, Workbook 1: Writing and Analysis. 3rd 
Edition. Oxford University Press. 
2. (Optional) Steven Laitz, The Complete Musician, Textbook, 3rd edition. Oxford University 
Press.  
3. (Required) Materials posted on Blackboard, stapled or in a binder.  
4. (Required) Staff paper and pencil.  
 
Grade Distribution      Grade Percentages 
Homeworks    =  50%    100%–90%  = A 
Midterm Exams  =  15%     89%–80% = B 
Final Exam    =  15%    79%–70% = C 
Composition Project  =  10%    69%–60% = D 
Analysis Paper  =  10%    59% or lower = F   
          
* A grade of C or higher is required to pass the course 
 
Attendance 
Attending class is key for your successful completion of this course. Please come to class on 
time and prepared. You may only miss class if you have a valid excuse. Excused absences are 
limited to: official school of music concerts/tours, religious or civic holidays, and serious and 
documented illness. If you missed or are going to miss class for a valid reason, please contact 
me as soon as possible.  
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Homeworks 
Homework assignments will be uploaded to Blackboard at least a week before they are due. 
You must hand in your homework in person at the beginning of class, stapled, and neatly 
written. Unstapled assignments will be penalized with a 5% deduction. If you do not know how 
to complete a part of your homework, please contact me as soon as possible, and I will clarify 
the instructions. 
 
Late work policy. All assignments turned in after the beginning of class on the day they are due 
are considered late. Late assignments will be penalized a 10% deduction. Homeworks will not 
be accepted more than one class late.   
 
Redo policy. If you turn in your homework on time, you will have a chance to redo it once and 
turned it in the class after you get it back. You will not be able to do a redo if you turn in the 
homework late or incomplete. You must staple the redo to the original assignment.  
 
Excused absence policy. If you miss class for a valid reason you will be able to turn your 
homework the following class without penalty.  
 
**The two lowest homework grades will be dropped by the end of the semester. This policy is 
meant to cover unforeseen, yet unexcused situations, such as undocumented illness, family 
emergencies, and car trouble.  
 
Exams 
An examination at the end of each unit will test your fluency with the materials covered in 
class. The format of the exam will be similar to that of the homeworks. Given the nature of the 
course, exams will be cumulative, but the main emphasis will be on the topics covered in that 
particular unit. If you have to miss an exam for a valid reason (see attendance policy), please 
contact me immediately.  
 
Make-Up Exam 
A make-up exam is scheduled for Friday, May 6 (room and time to be determined). While this 
exam is designed for those who missed or scored a very low grade in the first exam, every 
student is welcome to take it. The make-up exam grade will replace your midterm exam grade, 
even if you score a lower grade in the make-up. There is no make-up for the final exam.  
 
Composition Project 
For this course you will be composing a song in the 19th-century style. The song should be 
written for voice and piano, in the style of the German Lieder we will be discussing in Unit 1. 
 
Late project policy. Projects turned in after the beginning of class on the day they are due are 
considered late. Late projects will be penalized a 10% deduction. Projects will not be accepted 
more than one class late.   
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Analysis Paper 
By the end of the semester you will be completing a two-page analytical paper on an assigned 
piece. Your paper will be graded on the quality and clarity of your insights, analysis, and prose. 
Students who need assistance with their writing are encouraged to contact the UNT writing lab 
to get a free 30-minute tutoring session. You may find more information about the UNT writing 
lab by going to the following website: http://writinglab.unt.edu. You are also welcome to meet 
with me.  
 
Computer Competency Skills 
In addition to music skills, students in this course will gain basic computer competency. 
Students will use a notation program to prepare scores and parts, a sequencing program to edit 
music sound files, and a word processor to write a paper. These meet the accreditation 
requirements of the National Association of Schools of Music.  
 
Computer Software 
In order to complete several of the assignments, you will have to download the following free 
software from the following safe websites: 
1. MuseScore. Download from https://musescore.org. This is an easy-to-learn, free notation 
software. If you are proficient at other notation programs such as Finale and Sibelius, you may 
choose to use these other programs instead of MuseScore.  
2. Audacity. Download audacity 2.1.1 from http://audacityteam.org/download. This is an easy-
to-learn, free audio sequencing program.  
 
If you do not own a computer or you rather not download these programs into your computer, 
you may use the computers in the music computer lab. These computers have both MuseScore 
and Audacity.  
 
Blackboard Site 
I will be using our blackboard site to communicate with you and to post class materials, 
including assignments and projects. Please check our blackboard site on a regular basis and 
print the posted materials. To access our blackboard site go to https://learn.unt.edu. 
 
Electronic Devices 
The use of electronic devices is prohibited (this includes phones, tablets, and laptops). It is all 
too easy to get distracted when using an electronic device, and they are generally not conducive 
to the sort of annotations we will be employing in class.    
 
Academic Integrity  
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity. 
Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the University 
Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition 
to a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major 
violations. Find the policy and procedures at: http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm. 
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Regarding homeworks, remember that the work must be your own. You may ask a student for 
help with general concepts but not with the specifics of an assignment. For instance, you may 
ask a friend to explain to you the concept of V7-Ger+6 reinterpretation, but you may not ask her 
assistance in completing a progression in your homework that features a V7-Ger+6 

reinterpretation. Students who work together on an assignment will receive a zero for that 
homework and will not have a chance of redo. Further sanctions may apply to recurring 
incidents of plagiarism.   

 
Students with Disabilities 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of 
Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA 
will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a 
private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be 
provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that 
students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must 
meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly 
encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by 
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during 
their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information 
see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also 
contact them by phone at 940-565-4323. 
 
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress  
An undergraduate student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to 
receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to 
successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per 
term.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree 
plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial 
aid eligibility. 
  
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the 
decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid 
eligibility. Please visit http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements for 
more information about financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It is recommended that 
you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student 
Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so. 
 
Class Schedule 
A tentative class schedule appears in the next page. Please consult this schedule regularly for 
assignment and project deadlines. Schedule is subject to change. 
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 UNIT 1 – CHROMATICISM 
Week 1 01/20 Introduction to the Course  

01/22 Review Applied Chords (Chapter 18)  
Week 2 01/25 Review Applied Chords    

01/27 Modal Mixture (Chapter 21) HW 1 due 
01/29 Modal Mixture (Chapter 21)  

Week 3 02/01 Modal Mixture and Chromatic Bass Descents HW 2 due 
02/03 Modal Mixture in Plagal Progressions  
02/05 Pivot Chord Modulations to Remote Keys (Chapter 22)  

Week 4 02/08 Common-Tone Modulations to Remote Keys  HW 3 due 
02/10 Review and Analysis  
02/12 Review and Analysis/ MuseScore  

Week 5 02/15 bII chords (Chapter 23) HW 4 due 
02/17 bII chords   
02/19 bII chords/ MuseScore  

Week 6 02/22 Augmented-Sixth Chords (Chapter 24) HW 5 due 
02/24 Augmented-Sixth Chords   
02/26 Augmented-Sixth Chords/ MuseScore  

Week 7 02/29 Ger7 HW 6 due 
03/02 V7 / Ger+6 Reinterpretations  
03/04 V7 / Ger+6 Reinterpretations  

Week 8 03/07 Review HW 7 due 
03/09 Review  
03/11 MIDTERM EXAM  

UNIT 2 - FORM 
Week 9 03/21 Periods (Chapters 15–16)  

03/23 Sentences  
03/25 Periods/ Sentences and Phrase Rhythm   

Week 10 03/28 Binary form (Chapter 20) HW 8 due 
03/30 Compound ternary form (Chapter 25) Comp. Project due 
04/01 Simple ternary form  

Week 11 04/04 Simple ternary form: Analysis of Der Müller und der Bach HW 9 due 
04/06 Rondo form (Five-part)   
04/08 Rondo form (Five Part)/ Audacity  

Week 12 04/11 Sonata Form: Exposition HW 10 due 
04/13 Sonata: Exposition   
04/15 Sonata: Exposition/ Audacity   

Week 13 04/18 Sonata: Development and Recapitulation HW 11 due 
04/20 Sonata: Development and Recapitulation  
04/22 Audacity and MuseScore  

Week 14 04/25 Sonata: Introductions and Codas HW 12 due 
04/27 Sonata: Introductions and Codas/ Word  
04/29 Analysis: Beethoven Piano Sonata Op. 57  

Week 15 05/02 Sonata-Rondo form   HW 13 due 
05/04 Review Analysis Paper due 
05/06 MAKE-UP EXAM (time and place to be determined)   

FINAL EXAM: (8 am section) Monday, May 9, 8:00–10:00 am, room 322 
                            (10 am section) Saturday, May 7, 8:00–10:00 am, room 322 


